
    

VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 
Dr Mary Gillham MBE (1921 - 2013) was a pioneering female naturalist & 
prolific wildlife author, who took an active interest in the environment for 
over 65 years. In 1959 Mary was a member of the first Antarctic expedition 
to include women & she then spent nearly three decades as a lecturer for 
Cardiff University educating people about the natural heritage of South 
Wales. Throughout her life, Mary campaigned tirelessly to protect species & 
habitats & in 2008 was awarded an MBE for services to nature conservation. 
 

In 2013 Dr Gillham passed away & left a significant archive to SEWBReC. The eloquent writing, 
beautiful illustrations & fascinating photographs contained within this archive combine to give a 
unique insight into Dr Gillham’s life & the history of nature conservation in South Wales. The archive 
also contains a wealth of data, currently locked away in inaccessible & irreplaceable paper documents. 
 
With support from Heritage Lottery Funding we are digitising Mary’s wildlife records & photographs, 
which date back to the 1960s, to celebrate the life of this dedicated naturalist & continue her aim of 
conserving wildlife through education. 
 

The Dedicated Naturalist project will  

 extract & unlock this data, capturing it digitally  
 & archive the physical documents to safeguard their future (with Glamorgan Archives). 

 

The project will also inform people about Mary’s work & engage them with natural heritage through:  

 a series of wildlife recording & outreach events,  
 an exhibition  
 & through the creation of interactive online resources.   

The aims of the project are to: 

1. Capture the biodiversity records & historical memoir 

2. Promote the life & work of Dr Mary Gillham 

3. Engage people with their local biodiversity 

Volunteers will play an essential part in achieving the goals of this project. With something like: 

 150000 wildlife records to mine out of 20 boxes of assorted papers,  

 14000 slides to digitise (& recover records from),  

 2 unpublished manuscripts to make available digitally,  

 an oral record of Mary's life to create,  

 a website, social media presence & blog to create,  

 plus biodiversity events, school/community group visits & led walks to organise & run...  

There will be opportunities for volunteers to complete training in various skills such as digitisation, 

recording software, oral history recording & archive packaging & labelling. Volunteers will also be 

supported through any other tasks to which they contribute. 

Interested in helping out? Email alan.reeve@sewbrec.org.uk, or check out: 

MaryGillhamArchiveProject.com | facebook.com/MaryGillhamArchive | twitter.com/GillhamArchives



    

Mary Gillham Archive Project:  

In-office volunteering  
SEWBReC Offices (13 St Andrews Crescent, Cardiff, CF10 3DB). 

 

We currently have around 10 volunteers that come into the office for varying durations throughout the 

week. There is a relaxed environment where we chat, discuss the life and work of Mary Gillham, learn 

more about Welsh wildlife… and also do a bit of work! 

There are multiple in-office opportunities and we provide all necessary training and support. A basic 

level of using Microsoft Office programmes is beneficial but not necessary as you will be guided 

through all new tasks. 

Volunteers on the Mary Gillham Archive 

Project can participate in a wide range of 

different tasks including: 

 Data entry 

 Georeferencing 

 Taxonomic checking 

 Slide scanning 

 Updating social media sites 

 Blog writing 

 Filmmaking 

 Oral history recording 

 Transcription 

 Document scanning 

 Proof reading 

 Public engagement 

 Document archiving 

…as well as other tasks which pop up! 

There will also be opportunities that arise 

for training and developing experience. 

 

If you are interested in helping to mobilise the data email the Project Officer Al Reeve 

(alan.reeve@sewbrec.org.uk) to find out more. You can also find out more about the project at: 

MaryGillhamArchiveProject.com | facebook.com/MaryGillhamArchive | twitter.com/GillhamArchives

  

An example of Mary's wildlife notes 



    

Mary Gillham Archive Project: Volunteering 

from home 

 

Mary was a keen photographer and consequently we have something in the region of 14000 slides to 

scan and archive. 

On the vast majority of slides, Mary wrote a description of what the image showed, the species it 

depicted and the date it was taken. We need to capture this information so that it can inform viewers 

about what an image is showing when it gets uploaded to Flickr 

(www.flickr.com/photos/marygillhamarchiveproject/albums) and eventually the People’s Collection 

Wales website (http://www.peoplescollection.wales/). 

The slides are a fabulous record of landscapes and social history and as we work through them we 

generate a fascinating picture of how South Wales has changed. 

Volunteers will be sent an image showing all of the slides in a set and an Excel spreadsheet in which to 

enter the data plus all of the other guidance necessary to complete the task. Estimated timeframes are 

discussed together and you can take on a new batch when it best suits you. 

 

Slides on a lightbox, we'll send you a larger version of these for you to transcribe. 

 

If this sounds like a task you’d be interested in working on, email the Project Officer Al Reeve 

(alan.reeve@sewbrec.org.uk) to find out more. You can also find out more about the project at: 

MaryGillhamArchiveProject.com | facebook.com/MaryGillhamArchive | twitter.com/GillhamArchives  


