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GillhamGo 

Aim: Go outside and use your eyes to see the diversity of life 

Here are the rules: 

1. Put down your smartphone/tablet/ereader 

2. Go outside 

3. Use your eyes, ears and nose to guide you through the “Outdoor Realm of Earthland” 

4. Take a closer look, listen or smell of what you find  

5. Use your common sense – don’t walk blindly into roads, don’t lick dog poo, don’t kill things 

 

The characters: Here are some starters… there are, like, loads more to find on top of these. 

 

 

Plants - they suck the sunlight out of the sky but emit 
breathable gas. 

Around 300 to collect including: Morning Glory, Rock Tripe and 
Nipplewort 

 

Fungi - they eat dead things. 

Over 15 000 to collect in the UK including The Prince, Wood 
ears and Velvet shank 

 

Birds - piercing eyes, knobbly legs and sharp talons - always 
plotting. 

550+ in the UK. They change colour so take care working out 
which is which! 

 

Insects - small and good at hiding; copying; lifting heavy weights. 

Over 20 000 in the UK including the Cryptic Leatherbug, Bloody-
Nosed Beetle and Devil's Coach Horse 
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Mammals - like humans but generally hairier and with less 
democratic affectations. 

101 or so to collect including bats, badgers and beavers 

 

Amphibians - transmogrifiers extraordinare, water and air 
breathers. 

7 native species plus a bunch of rare interlopers and escapees! 

Level up? 

You saw something, it was good, right? If you want to go to the next level… tell your local environmental record 

centre about what you found. The greater the understanding of what wildlife is out there, the more able we are of 

protecting and conserving it. #GottaRecordThemAll 

 

The Mary Gillham Archive Project 

Dr Mary Gillham MBE (1921 - 2013) was a pioneering female naturalist & prolific wildlife author, who took an 

active interest in the environment for over 65 years. In 1959 Mary was a member of the first Antarctic expedition 

to include women & she then spent nearly three decades as a lecturer for Cardiff University educating people 

about the natural heritage of South Wales. Throughout her life, Mary campaigned tirelessly to protect species & 

habitats & in 2008 was awarded an MBE for services to nature conservation. 

In 2013 Dr Gillham passed away & left a significant archive to SEWBReC. The eloquent writing, beautiful 

illustrations & fascinating photographs contained within this archive combine to give a unique insight into Dr 

Gillham’s life & the history of nature conservation in South Wales. The archive also contains a wealth of data, 

currently locked away in inaccessible & irreplaceable paper documents. 

With support from Heritage Lottery Funding we are digitising Mary’s wildlife records & photographs, which date 

back to the 1960s, to celebrate the life of this dedicated naturalist & continue her aim of conserving wildlife 

through education. 

Find out more at: https://marygillhamarchiveproject.wordpress.com/ 

 


